Laying a training track

Quick checklist

Equipment needed

Harness and line

Tracking bag to leave at end of track with treat and toy inside

“butterflies” if needed

Starting pole

Articles

Preferably have a small book in which you can draw maps and keep a record of your dogs progress 

Laying the track

Find a sighter to aim for. A telegraph pole/an unusual tree

Keep it in sight as you walk off. Place an article at the starting flag and place articles along the track. (socks make good articles, they must be scented on your body for at least 30 minutes in a trial)

Do not place articles on or close to a turn.

Let the dog recover from one challenge before it meets another.

Place the article on the track, don’t just drop them.

Try to walk a straight line remember to look for sighter’s.

Try to alternate turns evenly. (That is where a logbook comes in)

Eg do a left turn followed by a right turn or two right turns followed by two left turns.

Vary locations and terrain. Make it interesting. 

Conceal the finish article so the dog has to find it by smell.

The food container must be sealed.

Now for the dog.

 Make sure he is carefully toileted well before you start, then put him away.

When the track has aged sufficiently get him out, and walk him straight to the track.

Keep his concentration going. Don’t let him play with or greet anyone on the way. His mind should be on the job. Keep him calm and focused. 

Put his harness on just prior to the start, well behind the starting flag.

Let the dog lock into the track prior to the flag if possible.

That way he is off to a flying start.

Although it is great to see a happy dog flying down the track, it may necessary to lean back and gently restrain the dog from rushing too fast.

The reason for this is that a fast dog can overshoot corners very easily, his speed can take him so far past the turn, that he can’t get back. He can also easily overshoot articles.

Article Indication

The tracking rule book says the dog MUST indicate articles by standing, sitting, downing or picking up.

It is safer to teach the dog to sit or drop.  If the dog is allowed to just stand in training there is a high likelihood that in the excitement of the trial he will forget to stop. 

In training remember where you placed your articles. When you are coming up to them gently hold the line so that the dog cannot go past the article. Then you walk up to the dog excitedly telling him how great he is. Pick up the article and show it to him. 

He will probably sit at this stage, or drop. Put the article away and feed him from your pocket. Then you are ready to start off again.

Do it the same every time. The dog has to get real pleasure at finding something or the excitement of the track will be more valuable to the dog and he will soon sniff and run instead of indicating clearly. Make article indication a ritual.

Corners 

Let your dog work the corners by himself, don’t let him go past the corner. Give him room to cast. Hopefully he will learn to circle or cast the corner so that he has to arrive at the next leg. 

Along the straight leg

Try to feel what the line feels like when the dog is “on track”

In training you have the opportunity to know where the track goes. Try to use it to learn when the dog is on and off the track. Your dog may look different as well.

At the end

When your dog finds his bag make a big fuss, play with him and mean it. I like a tug toy so it is a genuine game between you and the dog
