Killara training tips 

There are many different ways to teach your dog to heel, sit, down and come.

I have gathered together a selection for you to look at.

There is a strong likelihood that there will be the strong Iwan trait for attentiveness in these puppies.

Vixen certainly has it very strongly.

So do many of her siblings and part siblings.

Arguably the four best GSD’s working in Australia at the moment are from similar bloodlines to Vixen. Three of these were finalists in the 2003 and 2004 Top Obedience Dog of the Year.  One of them was the winner of winners at the Royal Melbourne Show in 2003 and 2004. Another was the winner of the 2004 Victorian Top Dog of the Year competition.
There is one common thread with these dogs. They are all positively trained.  Jane Willmot and I train at the same branch of the GSDCV and use similar methods.

They are not hard tough dogs that can be corrected constantly and come back grinning. They are very responsive dogs who will do anything to please. We need to capitalise on this trait.

Vixen attends both the GSDCV Malvern Branch and the K9 agility club of Victoria. More often than not, I have meetings and can’t get there, but they are valuable training sites and we both enjoy going. They are our special nights out together.
I also have private tuition for both obedience and agility when I can get time.  That is almost essential to get to a high trial standard.

For obedience and agility we follow totally positive methods. No correction at all. That is how you get fantastic heeling. The behaviour is shaped rather than forced.
I do not even own a correction collar and haven’t for many years. I use a limited slip collar,  as the flat nylon collars I usually use for trialling are too easy for a puppy to slip out of.

A halti or head restraint is the best invention for walking large strong dogs and staying sane. “ Black Dog has the best design I think.

Vixen was originally trained to a clicker from the day I got her. We also used “Tellington” touch which we think, has raised her responsiveness levels. It also helps focus.
Vixen  responds best to a throw ball. We do a small amount of heeling then the ball is thrown as a release. That way she thinks heeling is such fun. The heel position is shaped by using food. She had to be “taught” to target with food. She still doesn’t always eat it. She is more interested on the game that she knows is coming, after she has “performed”.

Linda Tellington Jones has a website. She has also written a book. I personally think you need to be shown. All Vixen’s puppies have had “Tellington touch” from the moment of birth.

For tracking, Vixen was lucky enough to have personal attention from Rudi Klemm, from when she was 9 weeks old until he became ill when she was about 8 months old. By then she was into tracking trials and had done very well. Peter, David and I also trained her ourselves and we will help train all of Vixen’s puppies.

 Notes from the ozdog list

The address if you wish to join is OzObedienceTrialling@yahoogroups.com,

You send an email introducing yourself and your dogs.

These notes are taken from the obedience email list that I belong to. 
Some of the most respected trainers in Australia contribute and I find it a constant source of information.

Message: 12
Date: Tue, 23 Nov 1999 09:40:39 +1100
From: "Ron Lawrence" <winron@bigpond.com>
Subject: Re: Heeling

G'day,

OK here is Heeling Part Two. The response to Heeling Part One was
underwhelming, Heeling Part Two takes in the Inducive Methods and Combined
Methods of Teaching the Heel:

The Inducive Method. The Inducive Method uses positive reinforcement
methods to train the dog to Heel.
Using the Inducive Method for Teaching the 'Heel'. Take three of four
small treats in the fingertips of the left hand; start with the dog in the
'Sit' in the Heel Position; show the dog the treats and/or let him sniff
them. The Handler then gives the 'Heel' command and moves forward at a brisk
walk. See Preparing to Heel. After the Heel signal is given, place the left
hand back in the normal Heel Position; glance down at the dog from time to
time and try to get eye contact with the dog; if the dog is in the correct
position and is giving eye contact; praise or 'click' and treat the dog on
the move giving the treat in such a way as to encourage the dog to maintain
the correct Heel Position. Hold some treats in reserve, the top left hand
pocket of the shirt is a good place because the pup will focus there and on
the Handler's eyes. If the dog is not giving eye contact, move the left hand
and treat in small circles around the Handler's face and eyes, continue to
move the hand about in this fashion for a few seconds so the dog follows the
hand and then praise or 'click' and treat.
Once the dog has the basic idea, only reward in the correct Heel
position. Don't use the food to lure the dog into the correct position. If
the dog gets out of the correct position walk away and wait. When the dog
returns to the correct position reward and praise and continue Heeling. I
like to halt before rewarding rather than rewarding on the move - so while
training for the position, I might only move a few steps before halting and
reinforcing the Heel position (others with medium to large dogs are happy to
treat while on the move) . If the dog lags slow down so you can teach the
importance of and rewards associated with the Heel position. The Heel
position must become the most pleasant and desirable position in the dog's
life! Good things happen there - nothing happens when outside that position!
Notes:
1. A squeaky toy or any other object that the dog has a fascination with
may be used instead of or in addition to the treat. However, to be
effective, the toy must be played with, retrieved and taken back by the
Handler - this means Halting to reward the dog. The toy is not thrown unless
the dog is in the correct position first.
2. If the dog jumps to take the treat or toy, move it out of his reach
and give a sharp correction command, 'Ah!' and try again. Most dogs jump if
the food or toy is held too high when being offered to them.
3. During early training, the treat should be used in such a way as to
adjust the dog's 'Heel Position' so that the dog is in the correct place, ie
move the treat to the left or right, fore and aft, so the dog is
repositioned into a straight, close 'Heel'. Start by sticking a piece of
tape to the trouser leg at the height of the dog's eyes at the correct Heel
Position and carrying out a pattern of circles to the right (clockwise).
Hold the treat at the position of the tape for a few seconds before you
treat the dog. Whenever the dog pays attention to the tape, treat the dog.
4. Whenever the Handler treats the dog (or strokes and pats the dog), he
may bend and twist at the waist and knees but the Handler's feet must
continue to move in the desired direction or if at the halt maintain the
direction the handler was facing at the halt. The Handler's feet are one of
the dog's datums for the Heel Position.
5. The Handler must be careful in the way that he gives the treat so the
dog isn't encouraged to move forward and in front ( the tape method helps in
this regard). The Handler must twist and turn slightly in place rather than
having the dog move from the Heel Position to receive the treat. The treat
must be given while the dog is in the Heel Position, if it is not the dog is
being encouraged to move out of the Heel Position. Don't hold the treat out
in front like in the classic carrot and donkey (Lure) method.

The Combined Methods. The Combined Method uses a combination of any or
all of the available methods to teach the 'Heel' on command. I like to use
positive reinforcement with a gentle hands on Inducive Method and of course
the Opportunity Method whenever the occasion presents itself. For the most
part, the treat is used to achieve the 'Heel' and the hands and lead are
used to guide the dog into a close Heel Position.

The Positioning Method. The Positioning Methods (Call to Heel, etc)
are ideal to teach the dog to Heel. Some very successful trainers use no
other method at all. (described in tomorrows subject) I combine this
training with the other methods described above.

Non Verbal Signals. Every nuance is picked up by the dog as a cue to
what's coming next. The dog picks up the following cues that a Heel is
imminent:
1. The fact that the dog has entered a ring on-lead with his Handler.
2. The fact that the dog is positioned close to the Start Peg.
3. The Judge's preamble and question, 'Are you Ready?'
4. The Handler's glance down at the dog and the Handler's nod or response
'Yes'.
5. The Judge's order 'Forward'. Ringwise dogs can even pick up the
different Judge's orders and the difference in the inflection given to:
'Normal Pace, Slow Pace or Fast Pace, Forward'.
6. The Handler's body shift from the erect position to the lean forward,
the weight shift to balance himself in the walking motion.
7. The Handler's left leg moving to take up the initial step and the
simultaneous movement of the right arm.
8. The Handler's left arm signal and simultaneous voice command to
'Heel'. Ideally, the Handler will remain erect when the signal is given but
slight bending of the body and/or knees and twisting of the frame towards
the dog is usually ignored when the comparative height of the Handler and
the dog is significant. Exaggerated body movements and postures will be
penalised. The Handler's head should remain facing forward but most
Handler's glance, using their periphery vision, to check that the dog is
following their lead.

Balance and Rhythm. Good balance and rhythm are essential to good
Heelwork. Balance maintains the Handler's weight (gravity) and other forces
involved in the Heeling movement (moving off, halting, adjusting pace and
turns) in steady equilibrium. The Handler adjusts his posture and feet
position to maintain his balance. Good rhythm is achieved by increasing or
decreasing pace smoothly and maintaining a steady pace and step/stride once
the desired pace has been achieved. Pace is the number of times the feet hit
the ground in a given time, eg one, two or three times per second. Stride is
the distance between one step and the next. Speed across the ground is
changed by adjusting stride or pace or both. The Handler's rhythm (steady
pace and stride) should suit the dog's natural rhythm, size and agility.
There are many ways to train for good balance and rhythm, here are two:

Figure Eight Pattern. Mark out a large Figure Eight pattern on the
ground, ie two connecting circles, both circles about 3 metres in radius.
The radius of the circles can be reduced as the team's Heeling improves.
Have the Handler Heel about the pattern, changing stride/step and direction
(about turns). Ensure that the Handler's body is taking up the correct
posture, ie leaning into the turns and forward or back, as appropriate, for
change of pace and the Halt. As the Handler passes through the point where
the circles connect he should lean in the opposite direction to move in the
new direction. Ensure the dog's attention is on the Handler at all times and
that the dog remains in the Heel Position. Use the lead, hand guidance,
positive reinforcement techniques, as necessary. Ensure the dog does not
bump the Handler in the left turns, drift out wide in the right turns or
forge or lag on change of stride/step and Halts. As the Handler steps
through the Figure Eight he should 'beat count out loud' his steps to
maintain the same rhythm/pace, eg one two, one two, one two, one two, one
two and adjust his stride/step to help the dog negotiate the turns. Shorter
steps around the right turns (dog on outside of the turn) and larger steps
around the left turns (dog on inside of the turn).

Weaving Pattern. The weaving pattern achieves basically the same
thing as above. Start with the poles about 2 metres apart and then tighten
up the pattern as the team's Heeling improves. Carry out Heeling practice as
described for the Figure Eight pattern.

Next subject is Methods and Variations to Train for Heeling. Full text at:

http://users.bigpond.com/winron/heeling.htm

Warm Regards,
Ron Lawrence, Canberra, ACT, Australia
 
Puppy training  ______    Recall

   Date: Tue, 01 Jul 2003 07:46:01 -0000

   From: "Ann Bulke" <dog@coolangattapetmotel.com>

Subject: Re: Inprinting the come when called

Absolutely a great thing to do - when our pups are old enough to 

toddle around we always make a big thing of calling them and a tiny 

puppy will always come to you.  When we take them out for a walk in 

the house paddock when they are bigger, again we spend time calling 

them and they always run to us.  At our puppy kindy at the club this 

is one of the very first things we teach - how to call your dog back 

to you.

Sue H made a good point though - your dog has to really like you to 

hang around you all the time!

ANN B - GOLD COAST   

--- In OzObedienceTrialling@yahoogroups.com, "Sam Field" 

<redpoint@i...> wrote:

> A few years ago Dianne told me about imprinting the come when 

called. Basically for those that don't know, you take a young puppy 

as soon as you get it, to a safe fenced place like a school yard, 

and let the puppy run and sniff etc. and keep calling it to you and 

reward and let it go again. Then, when the pup is distracted you go 

away and hide, somewhere where you can see the pup, like behind a 

bush or tree. You wait and let the pup panic for a little while, and 

then come out of hiding and call it to you and reward big time. This 

worked well for both Ally & Georgia and I've never had a come 

problem. They always have one eye on where I am.

> My question to the list is: How do you think this would work for 

puppy rearers, doing it one at a time with all the puppies in the 

litter, before they went to their new homes? Do you think it would 

help the new owners or would it just work with the puppy rearer? 

> I think it could help a lot, especially if the breeder taught the 

new owner how to do it. What do others think?

>      Sam & "The Redheads"

> "Fail To Prepare,Prepare To Fail"

